NON POINT WORKGROUP

Meeting held at George Washington Regional Commission

Minutes

January 3, 2007

Next Meeting: February 27 at 10 a.m.
1. Welcome & Introductions
Attending: 

Chris Conti, RRRC
Larry Dunn, JMSWCD

Denise Harris, Fauquier County

Eldon James, Staff

Stuart McKenzie, NNPDC (by phone)

Mac Saphir, VCE Caroline County

Richard Street, Spotsylvania County
The Minutes from November 21, 2006
The minutes were amended by the group, concerning the change of organization initials from VADA to VAPA (Virginia Chapter, American Planning Association). 

Report for the December 6 RRBC meeting

The RRBC expressed support and looking forward to what the Nonpoint Workgroup can do relative to the HB1150 Plan.  Mr. James said he has asked Mr. Criblez about a small grant. He said the RRBC authorized the grant fund application. Mr. James also noted that the RRBC had to adopt revisions to the bylaws including the creation of a foundation. He said a foundation could be established to exist as a 501(C)3, to seek grants and donations, with a purpose to promote river stewardship. He said he has to do some research on establishing a foundation to report back to RRBC. Mr. Saphir asked if everything the workgroup does has to be targeted to the Rappahannock River Basin Commission. Mr. James reviewed the mission statement with the group to reflect what the RRBC encompasses. Mr. James said the RRBC will have to decide what the perimeters are for a foundation if they decide to move forward. He noted that the tentative date for the next RRBC meeting is March 28 in Warsaw. 

Discussion of the HB1150 Plan
HB1150 plan was supposed to be distributed by the meeting date, but unfortunately it was not released for the Workgroup to review and discuss. Mr. James asked Ms. Harris about her VAPA newsletter, and the contents of it once it would be distributed. She reported that Rob Wittman wrote a cover story on the health of the bay and David Bulova wrote another cover on why water is important and how planners need to be visionaries. Scott Kudlas and members of his staff wrote about the history of water supply. Jack Frye wrote an article about DCR and Joan Salvati wrote an article on Chesapeake Bay. Mr. James said the newsletter would benefit the group with some background material. 

Mr. James said the plan for the group today was to walk through HB1150 and identify how to digest it and what it means. He noted that the Commission is asking the Workgroup to take the document apart and identify what the impact is on the people who need to implement it and provide feedback to the Commission on what it means, Mr. Saphir suggested putting together a series of focus groups with planners of the regions, citizens, and soil conservationists to work on the plan. Ms. Harris said that every quarter they have a conservation roundtable where this plan will be discussed. Mr. James stated that the HB1150 will have some far reaching implications and agreed that the previous summits did lead to some positive outcomes. Mr. James suggested that the summit would be beneficial in getting local, regional and state agencies to participate, as well as trying to get some citizens involved. Ms. Harris suggested that the Group needs to see the report before considering who the target group may be. Mr. James suggested that the Group should determine who will be affected by the HB1150 plan. Ms. Harris agreed that the planning commissions are very much out of the loop on the plan. Mr. McKenzie clarified that the Plan is an efficiency measurement, which will rate accountability and cost. Mr. James said the intent is improving the accountability, so the yearly money appropriated by the General Assembly is identified as going toward the right projects. Mr. James brought up the Governor’s Water Quality Bond Initiative and stated that the money will be going toward point sources. He said he does not read the budget as giving them any more resources to work with on non point source. 

Other: Mr. McKenzie said he contacted Lancaster and Richmond counties regarding the website, and they said it was something they would be interested in. One county mentioned that a lot of the information is highly technical and it might be of more use for developers, instead of average citizens. Mr. Saphir said he talked to Caroline County and said most of their county information is online, so it would simple to add a link. Mr. James asked Mr. McKenzie for the address of the current gateway. He said it is www.Virginia.gov/cmsportal2/. Mr. Saphir said he contacted the representative from the Digital Library Initiative and found that they are in the process of evaluating Phase II and not planning on evaluating Phase III. He mentioned that he did not think it would be on the same schedule as the last two iterations.

Identification of other representatives to invite to join the Work Group

This could not be discussed since the HB1150 Plan was not distributed.

Action Items, Agenda and Dates for the future meetings
Scheduled Future Meeting Dates. The next meeting will be held Tuesday, February 27 at 10 a.m. Mr. James stated that he would try to get Mr. Jeff Corbin, the writer of HB1150 and the Assistant Secretary of Natural Resources,  to join the Workgroup to discuss HB1150. Mr. James also asked the group to distribute their ideas via email about the plan once they are able to look at it.

The meeting concluded at 11:02 a.m.

