Chesapeake Bay Accountability and Recovery Act Summary

· This legislation would institute performance based measures to ensure that dollars spent on restoration activities are producing results – in short, it gets us more bang for our buck

· The bill would require two methods be adopted:  crosscut budgeting (by the Office of Management & Budget) and adaptive management (by the Environmental Protection Agency)

· Crosscut budgeting will provide for a comprehensive accounting of all Bay restoration activities and would be available to everyone involved.  By sharing this information, stakeholders can make better informed decisions about where to invest funding.

· Adaptive management will provide a means to evaluate the success and efficiency for each restoration program.  It will increase coordination, reduce overlap, and improve decision making by clearly demonstrating how each project fits into the bigger picture.

· Crosscut budgeting and adaptive management are vital as key components for any complex restoration activity and have recently been enacted for Great Lakes, Everglades and California Bay Delta restoration activities 

· Both tools have been proven as effective means to enhance accountability, measure progress and assess program effectiveness 

