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Eldon James opened the meeting and asked those present to introduce themselves.
The Minutes from July 5 were accepted
The group reviewed the conversation with Gary Darling & Sheila Hurst at the last meeting.  Mac Saphir brought up funding and suggested looking into NSF grants – maybe form a subcommittee to look at funding.  Bill Latane suggested looking at the Chesapeake Bay program and some of the work that VITA is doing as well as USDA.  Matt Criblez pointed out that WQIF is not available for this project for it does not have a direct nutrient impact.

Denise Harris asked the group to say what was being envisioned. Mac responded that we hoped to create something like LUPIN.  Bill said to create a clearing house.  Mac said that once we get agreement to do something the technical stuff can be addresses (that was what the California folks suggested on the call).  Bill added that most of the information is already available electrically; Larry Land agreed.  Denise offered that a search engine would be very helpful to practicing planners.  Chris Conti suggested that the Pennsylvania Center for Local Government Service is working to put all of the local comp plans and zoning ordinances on line. (Chris later provided the Internet links: http://www.elibrary.state.pa.us or WWW.LANDUSEINPA.COM )
 

Stuart McKenzie asked how we would get local governments to buy into this.  He said that he could talk with localities in his region to see if anyone is willing.  Stuart brought up the Coastal Zone Programs (GEMS) to link water to land in a resource information system to info on water impacts from local land use decisions.  Bill suggested that, if the state is hosting the site, overtime it will improve and will be attractive for localities to participate.
Eldon James reported on the positive contacts with VACo, VML and VAPA.  Denise Harris, President of VAPA, is participating today as a member of the group and Larry Land of VACo is here today as an observer.  Larry said he was here to listen and he wants to do what he can to help get information out to VACo members.  Denise Harris added that the VAPA Executive Committee supports this idea.  VAPA is now updating its website and developing links to local comp plans.

Bill suggested that the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service website is a resource.  Larry Land added the Institute of Government is also.

Eldon passed out the “1-pager” that has been drafted (attached) to explain the program.  Denise asks who is to be the audience.  It was answered planners and potential funders.  
Larry suggested that there are advantages to making this state agency based but there is suspicion by local governments with the state so a voluntary nature is important.  Chris added that in Pennsylvania the state conducted a major PR effort.  He said that planning directors across the state endorsed the effort.  Larry suggested that the value of this needs to be presented from the highest level.

Eldon asked for volunteers for the grant research committee.  Volunteers were Bill Latane, Denise Harris, Mac Saphir and Matt Criblez.

Tasks identified for the next meeting:

· A report from the grant search committee.
· Eldon will talk with Jack Frye about the level of DCR’s commitment to the project and ask him to participate in the next meeting to talk with us about what DCRs involvement does and does not mean.

· Stuart McKenzie, Chris Conti and Denise Harris will try to identify some “pilot” participants.

· Eldon will make revisions to the “1-pager” and redistribute to the group.

Scheduled Future Meeting Dates

· September 18

· October 25 and 
· November 21 

