MINUTES

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER BASIN COMMISSION

   December 7, 2005 10 a.m.

General Assembly Building
PRESENT:
LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS:  

Del. Albert Pollard

Del. Rob Wittman
Del. Ed Scott

Del. Harvey Morgan

LOCAL GOVERNING MEMBERS:
Anderson, Robert, Rappahannock County Board of Supervisors

Atherton, Harry, Fauquier

Davis, Margaret H.

Fields, Peter J., Stafford County Board of Supervisors

Rozell, Jr., David M. “Maxie”, Caroline County

Wilson, Grover, Orange County Board of Supervisors

Yakabouski, Chris, Spotsylvania County Board of Supervisors

SWCD MEMBERS:

Barber, John, Rappahannock Conservation Council (Alternate)

STAFF:

James, Eldon     Ivester, Jean Hamilton     Triolo, Adam
SPEAKERS:
Kudlas, Scott, Manager of Water Supply Planning, D.E.Q.

Winter, Kyle Ivar P.E., Nutrient Trading Coordinator, D.E.Q.
Call to order:  Chairman Wittman, recognized John Barber to give the Invocation and then recognized Grover Wilson to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
Del. Ed Scott welcomed Rob Wittman to the House of Delegates and the General Assembly.  Del Scott then thanked Del. Albert Pollard for his service on the Commission and his commitment to the Chesapeake Bay, the rivers and the natural resources of Virginia.  Chairman Wittman presented Del. Pollard with a plaque in recognition and thanks on behalf of the commission.
Chairman Wittman then recognized Grover Wilson and thanked for his long standing contribution to the RRBC.  Mr. Wilson expressed his hopes for the future and encouraged members of the commission to stick to their convictions.  He further express hope that the Commission is able to accomplish everything it set out to in the basin.
Senator Bill Bolling was also honored with a plaque which will be presented to him by the Chairman within the week.  
Approval of the Agenda

Chairman Wittman asked for approval of the agenda.  A motion for approval of the agenda was made by Pete Fields, Ed Scott seconded and the motion passed with unanimous consent.
Election of Chair and Vice Chair


Chairman Wittman pointed out that it is time to elect a chairman and vice chairman.  He asked Eldon James to preside over the election process.  Del. Morgan nominated Rob Wittman as chair, Robert Anderson seconded the motion.  Hearing no other nomination, Mr. James closed the nominations.  The motion passed with unanimous consent.  
Chairman Wittman opened the floor for vice chair.  Harry Atherton from Fauquier County was nominated by Maxie Rozell and seconded by Albert Pollard, hearing no other nominations, the Chairman closed nominations.  The motion to elect Mr. Atherton passed with unanimous consent.  

Election of Lower, Middle and Upper basin members to the Executive Committee
A motion to elect Pru (Margaret) Davis to the executive committee for the lower basin was made by John Barber, seconded by Ed Scott, passed with unanimous consent.

A motion to elect Bob Anderson to the executive committee for the upper basin was made by Grover Wilson, seconded by Chris Yakabouski, passed with unanimous consent.  
Chairman Wittman asked that the middle basin representative to the executive be handled at the next meeting.
Chairman Wittman asked that the Executive Committee consider updating bylaws which remain unchanged since 1998 and the State Code has been changed which may required bylaws revisions.  Eldon James will be in touch with Executive Committee members to set a date to review and develop recommendations concerning revisions to the bylaws.  Staff will do as much as possible to make the entire process electronic.
There will also be future discussion as to holding meetings in the middle basin to increase attendance.
Designation of Fiscal Agent

Staff recommends RADCO continue to serve as Fiscal Agent to the RRBC.  A motion was made by Margaret Davis, seconded by Pete Fields, passed with unanimous consent.

Approval of Meeting Minutes of September 21, 2005
Minutes were adopted unanimously on a motion by Harry Atherton, seconded by Albert Pollard, with one correction to the designation of Harry Atherton who was incorrectly listed as alternate.  
Report of the Fiscal Agent
The report of the fiscal agent was given by Eldon James for Stephen Manster who could not attend the meeting.  The 2005 audit of RADCO is in process and will include a look at RRBC once complete.  RADCO is also in the process of changing audit information.
All expenditures are as to be expected and a full report will be given at the next meeting.

Public Comment

Chairman Wittman announced to the audience that the Commission would now open the floor to public comment.  Hearing none, the Chair closed the comment period. 
Virginia’s Final Water Supply Planning Regulations – Local & Regional Implications and opportunities for technical assistance – Scott Kudlas, Manger of Water Supply Planning, DEQ
A copy of the report can be viewed at the RRBC website at: 
Development of Virginia’s Nutrient Trading Program - Kyle Winter, Nutrient Trading Coordinator, Office of Water Permit Programs, DEQ
A copy of the report can be viewed at the RRBC website at: http://www.rappriverbasin.org/Content%20Adds/Meeting_events/commission/Presentation_to_RRBC_December_7_2005.pdf
DCR FY2006 Water Quality Improvement Fund (WQIF) - Request for Grant Applications – Moira Croghan, Assistant Director, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, DCR

The General Assembly has approved monies for a DCR grants due to increasing water quality problems.
Cooperative non-point source solution programs take place when a local government looks at the assimilative non-point problems, finds the gaps and decides to take action to achieve complete coverage.
Chairman Wittman noted that Ms. Croghan listed stream banks as a potential project area.  Would this include title areas such as shorelines being returned to their natural states?  Ms. Croghan responded that dollars will be available for projects such as these.  The challenge lies in the Water Quality Improvement Act.  It is competitive and has to reduce pollution.  A methodology for measuring the degree of pollution reduction achieved by such project is difficult for both us and the applicant.
A cooperative non-point source approach must also include some kind of institutional changes such as new statutes.
Chairman Wittman asked what types of feedback have been received on these types of programs.  Ms. Croghan responded that she thinks there is a fair amount of interest but it’s not easy to come up with a good non-point source project.
Del. Pollard asked if Ms. Croghan sees the private sector eventually being sub-contractors for local governments and helping with grant applications.  Ms. Croghan responded that this is a good idea but we haven’t had this type of contact in the field yet.
Fauquier County Letter of Support
Fauquier County is requesting a letter of support from the Commission to be added to their grant application to DCR for monies to fund a 4-year position to facilitate a riparian buffer in Fauquier.
A motion was made by Pete Fields, seconded by Del Pollard, to endorse Fauquier County’s WQIF grant request, was approved unanimously.  
Report of the Non Point Work Group and Presentation of Interim Recommendations - Rob Wittman and Eldon James 

The first item of charge was to look at the localities’ ability through state and federal law to implement what’s outlined in the tributary strategy.  The conclusion was that there is adequate authority but localities are not adequately equipped to ensure the citizenry follow the regulations. One means of improving this would be to improve information available to the public to assist with compliance through improved understanding.
The work group recommends a web portal to facilitate better public access to information.  This web portal is meant purely for informational purposes and is not intended for state take-over of land use authority.  This would serve as a means for members of the community to reach, download and execute public documents facilitating better regulatory compliance.

The work group feels that a formal request should be presented to VITA, VACo and DCR and VML to study the feasibility of such a program.  A web portal such as this would reduce locality office traffic and provide meaningful information as to why certain forms and permits are required.  
John Barber added that one value found in a web portal is the creation of a standard approach across county lines.  This would significantly ease public work load toward compliance. 
Del. Scott added that the General Assembly is less inclined to initiate studies today as they were in the past.  Could we get this done through a conversation with DCR and a budget amendment?  

Eldon James and Chairman Wittman will work with Moira Croghan to try and get the framework together for such a proposal together.
Pete Fields turned the discussion to silviculture and added that a decision was needed to on an endorsement of action.  The commission requested that Eldon James stay involved in these proceedings and keep the commission advised of future outcomes.  
Del. Morgan added that he thinks that if the commission and others do not seek out formal funding, then the money will be diluted among other requests.  

Del. Scott agreed adding that all of the watershed groups need to be as vocal as possible.  

Chairman Wittman concluded the discussion by ensuring to the commission that Eldon James will pursue all avenues to increase funding.

Public Comment
Chairman Wittman re-opened the floor to public comment and recognized James Fulcher, Chesapeake Bay Coordinator, Virginia Department of Forestry.
Mr. Fulcher said that the Virginia Department of Forestry is working specifically on ensuring tributary buffers meet the 30,000 mile buffer requirements.  
He added that a staff person is being hired for the lower Rappahannock to fill voids on the agriculture side from Fredericksburg down river.
Mr. Fulcher purpose for appearing at this meeting was to introduce himself and offer any assistance to the commission.
Chairman Wittman responded that we always welcome anyone from Department of Forestry and appreciate their input and participation in meetings.
New business
Chairman Wittman opened the floor to any new business.  Hearing none, he entertained a motion to adjourn.  Hearing that motion, and a second the meeting was adjourned with unanimous consent.
Meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
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