November 10, 2008

Eldon James, RRBC Coordinator
 

I am sending you this e-mail on behalf of the seven soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs) represented in the Rappahannock River Watershed.  As you know Mr. John Barber, long time member of the Rappahannock River Basin Commission (RRBC), has expressed interest in stepping down as the SWCD representative in December 2008.
 

As a result the seven SWCDs convened, via conference call this morning, to discuss a replacement and an alternate member.  Kathleen Harrigan, elected director from Tri-County/City, has been appointed to fill the position effective December 3, 2008 through December 31, 2011, commensurate with her term as SWCD director at TCCSWCD.  Ms. Harrigan unfortunately has a long standing work commitment that she can not reschedule and will not be in attendance at the December 3, 2008 meeting, however she remains committed to the work of the RRBC and plans to make every attempt attend future meetings.  
 

Mac Saphir, appointed director from Hanover Caroline SWCD, has been appointed as the designated alternate.  Mr. Saphir is an appointed director and will currently be able to serve only in an advisory capacity in Ms. Harrigan's absence, as Code prohibits him as an appointed director to fully serve the RRBC.
 

During this selection process and over the past few months the districts have discovered that appointed SWCD directors are ineligible to serve the RRBC as defined in Code of Virginia Section 62.1-69.29  Membership: terms; vacancies.  
62.1-69.29 states
"...and one member or designee of a Soil and Water Conservation District found wholly or partially within the Rappahannock River Basin, to be appointed jointly by the Soil and Water Conservation Districts found wholly or partially within the Rappahannock River Basin. Nonlegislative citizen members of the Commission shall be citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
All members of the Commission shall serve terms coincident with their terms of office. Appointments to fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. All members may be reappointed. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointments. 
For the purposes of this section,  "nonlegislative citizen member" means an elected member of one of the local governing bodies or the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of the jurisdictions found wholly or partially within the Rappahannock River Basin"
 

As you are aware not all SWCD directors are elected, as a matter of fact it is quite the contrary.  Code of Virginia Section 10.1-529 requires that every SWCD board MUST have two appointed members; one at large member and one member from VA Cooperative Extension.  Code Section 62.1-69.29 as currently written makes these appointed directors ineligible to serve on the RRBC.
 "10.1-529. District directors constitute governing body; qualifications. 
The governing body of the district shall consist of five or more district directors, elected and appointed as provided in this article. 

The two district directors appointed by the Board shall be persons who are by training and experience qualified to perform the specialized skilled services which will be required of them in the performance of their duties. One of the appointed district directors shall be the extension agent of the county or city, or one of the counties or cities constituting the district, or a part thereof. Other appointed and elected district directors shall reside within the boundaries of the district.."
 

 

Earlier today on the conference call, the SWCDs in the Rappahannock Watershed unanimously decided to request that the Rappahannock River Basin Commission consider including in their 2009 Legislative platform a requested Code change to Section 62.1-69.29 that would allow appointed SWCD directors to be eligible to serve as members of the RRBC.
 

I have attached a copy of the draft minutes of the conference call held earlier today for your review.
 

Thank you for advancing the appointments and the request for legislative Code change to Senator Hanger and the Executive Committee of the Rappahannock River Basin Commission.  If you have any questions or if there is anything the Rappahannock SWCDs or I can do advance this effort, please contact me.  
 

Debbie Cross
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